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Claims 

[c1] WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
1. A device comprising: 

at least one stencil configured to apply a pattern onto a 
substantially flat surface of an article; 
a stencil holder; 

wherein the stencil holder comprises first means for se- 
curing the at least one stencil in a predetermined posi- 
tion relative to the stencil holder; 
wherein the stencil holder comprises second means for 
positively securing the surface of the article onto which 
the pattern is to be applied relative to the stencil holder; 
wherein the second means comprise a first recess pro- 
vided in the stencil holder wherein the first recess pro- 
vides a positive securing action for the surface of the ar- 
ticle. 

[c2] 2. The device according to claim 1, further comprising an 
adapter configured to be inserted into the first recess for 
adjusting a size of the first recess to a size of the surface 
of the article so that the recess and the adapter together 
provide the positive securing action. 



[c3] 3. The device according to claim 1, wherein the first 



means comprise elements projecting upwardly from the 
stencil holder. 

[c4] 4. The device according to claim 3, wherein the at least 
one stencil has perforations, wherein the elements are 
short securing pins configured to match the perforations 
provided in the at least one stencil. 

[c5] 5. The device according to claim 1, wherein the first 

means comprises a second recess provided in the stencil 
holder, wherein the second recess is configured such 
that, when the at least one stencil is inserted into the 
second recess, the at least one stencil and the stencil 
holder form a substantially flush surface. 

[c6] 6. The device according to claim 1, wherein two of the at 
least one stencil are provided, wherein the two stencils 
are embossing stencils and a first one of the embossing 
stencils is placed into the stencil holder underneath the 
surface of the article and a second one of the embossing 
stencils is placed on top of the surface of the article and 
secured by the first means. 

[c7] 7. A stencil holder for at least one stencil for applying a 
pattern to a surface of an article, the stencil holder com- 
prising: 

a base member comprising first means for securing the 



at least one stencil in a predetermined position relative 
to the stencil holder; 

wherein the base member comprises second means for 
positively securing the surface of the article onto which 
the pattern is to be applied relative to the stencil holder; 
wherein the second means comprise a first recess pro- 
vided in the base member, wherein the first recess pro- 
vides a positive securing action for the surface of the ar- 
ticle. 

[c8] 8. The stencil holder according to claim 7, further com- 
prising an adapter configured to be inserted into the first 
recess for adjusting a size of the first recess to a size of 
the surface of the article so that the recess and the 
adapter together provide the positive securing action. 

[c9] 9. The stencil holder according to claim 7, wherein the 
first means comprise elements projecting upwardly from 
the base member. 

[ciO] 10. The stencil holder according to claim 9, wherein the 
elements are short securing pins configured to match 
perforations provided in the at least one stencil. 

[cii] 11. The stencil holder according to claim 9, wherein the 
base member has receiving openings and wherein the 
elements projecting upwardly from the base member are 



insertable into the receiving openings in different ar- 
rangements. 

[cl2] 12. An adapter for a device according to claim 1, tlie 

adapter comprising a base element configured to adjust 
means for securing a predetermined position of a sur- 
face of an article relative to a stencil holder to a certain 
size of the article. 

[ci3] 13. The adapter according to claim 12, wherein the base 
element is configured to adjust the means for securing 
to a standard paper size. 

[ci4] 14. The adapter according to claim 12, wherein the base 
element is a bar, an angle piece, a U-shaped frame open 
at one side, or a circumferentially extending frame. 

[ci5] 15. The adapter according to claim 12, wherein the base 
element is a plate having a recess for the surface of the 
article. 

[ci6] 16. A method for applying a pattern onto a substantially 
flat surface by using a device comprising at least one 
stencil configured to apply a pattern onto a substantially 
flat surface of an article; a stencil holder; wherein the 
stencil holder comprises first means for securing the at 
least one stencil in a predetermined position relative to 
the stencil holder; wherein the stencil holder comprises 



second means for positively securing the surface of the 
article onto which the pattern is to be applied relative to 
the stencil holder; wherein the second means comprise a 
first recess provided in the stencil holder whereinfirst re- 
cess provides a positive securing action for the surface 
of the article; the method comprising the steps of: 
inserting the surface of the article into the stencil holder 
and positively securing the surface in a predetermined 
position relative to the stencil holder in the recess; 
placing a first stencil onto the stencil holder and the sur- 
face of the article in a predetermined position relative to 
the stencil holder; and 

applying a pattern provided by the first stencil onto the 
surface of the article. 

[ci7] 17. The method according to claim 16, further compris- 
ing the step placing an adapter into the recess before the 
step of inserting for adjusting the recess to the surface 
of the article so that the recess and the adapter together 
positively secure the surface of th article. 

[ci8] 18. The method according to claim 16, further compris- 
ing the step of placing a second stencil into the stencil 
holder before inserting the surface of the article into the 
stencil holder, wherein the first and second stencils are 
embossing stencils and in the step of applying a pattern 
an embossed pattern is created. 



